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	1. Chapter 1: Clocktown

**For those who have enjoyed my video game-related fanfics, here****'****s another one you might enjoy that****'****s based on the **_**Legend of Zelda **_**franchise with some elements of **_**Bioshock: Infinite **_**thrown in the mix. For those who are new to my work, I hope you enjoy what I have to offer! Now for all you Zelda fans out there, this story is a rough sequel to **_**Twilight Princess **_**that also borrows characters and elements from **_**Majora**__**'**__**s Mask**_**, **_**Skyward Sword**_**, **_**Ocarina of Time**_**, and **_**Hyrule Warriors**_**. Some weapons and items will be used from those games as well, but I****'****ll also be throwing in some original ones as well. So without further ado, I give you **_**Legend of Zelda: The Infinity Gauntlet **_**a steampunk Zelda adventure I****'****m sure you****'****ll all love and enjoy!**

Chapter 1: Clocktown

It was a quiet day on Romani Ranch, like always. The goats were grazing, the Cuccos were clucking pleasantly, and the horses roamed the open fields happily. In the stables, a young woman wearing a white blouse, a yellow shawl, and a pink skirt was carrying a pail full of freshly squeezed goat-milk when she passed an adolescent female horse that was being brushed by a teenage boy. He had striking blue eyes, pointy ears, short blond hair, and wore a plain white shirt, brown trousers, worn-down shoes, and a green neckerchief.

"I finished milking the goats, Link," said the young woman. "How's Epona doing?"

In response, the boy named Link smiled.

"I take it that she's fine," the young woman said cocking her head sideways.

Link nodded as he continued brushing the horse which whinnied in response.

"She really likes you," the young woman responded. "But won't let anyone else handle her."

"Marlene!" An angry voice shouted.

The young woman turned toward the entrance to the stable and saw an angry-looking man approaching. He was middle-aged and skinny, wearing blue overalls and brown boots and his thick eyebrows were furrowed underneath a thin patch of brown hair.

"What is it, Uncle Ivo?" Asked the young woman named Marlene.

"Where is that lazy brother of mine, Taren?" The skinny man said looking around until he noticed Link. "How much longer are you planning to brush that horse, boy?"

Link held up five fingers.

The man named Ivo grumbled. "Sometimes I wish you could just speak, Link!"

"He can't, Uncle," Marlene said defensively. "He's mute."

"Sure he is," Ivo said folding his arms. "I bet he just doesn't want to talk."

Link frowned and continued brushing Epona.

"Hey, I'm still talking, boy!" Ivo snapped, making a sudden movement towards Link that caused his leg to brush against Marlene's pail causing it to spill its contents. When Ivo noticed stains on his pant-legs, he glared at Marlene and said, "Watch where you put that pail, Marlene!"

"I'm sorry, Uncle, I didn't mean to," Marlene said apologetically. "And I think my father's sleeping in the Cucco loft."

"Again?" Ivo looked toward a stairway at the back of the stables and marched toward it. "He needs to be running the ranch, not dozing like a pig!"

When Ivo was out of ear-shot, Marlene sighed. "I know my Uncle works hard, but sometimes he can be very mean."

Link nodded in approval.

"I'll talk to my father about this," Marlene said with determination. "Ivo had no right to say those things to you."

###

Later, while Link was giving Epona her daily ride Marlene was heading toward the gate that marked the entrance to the Romani Ranch. Curious, Link lightly kicked Epona's sides and trotted over to Marlene. In her hands she carried a basket full of milk bottles and cheese.

"I'm heading to Clocktown to deliver some of our goat-milk and cheese to the Milk Bar. Want to come along?"

Link nodded and padded the back of his saddle.

Realizing the indication, Marlene helped herself up to sit behind Link while he held the basket. Holding Link's waist tightly, Marlene held on as he cried out and Epona leapt over the ranch gate without too much difficulty. From there, they traveled along Milk Road through the forest until an open field appeared before them. Beyond that, the walls of Clocktown were visible. As Link rode Epona across Termina Field, he thought he saw another horse riding parallel to them with two cloaked figures on its back. He couldn't see their faces clearly, but kept an eye on them until they vanished over a hill.

"What's wrong, Link?" Marlene asked, noticing Link's tense shoulders as they approached the entrance to Clocktown.

Link shook his head and got off Epona.

"Are you sure nothing's wrong?" Marlene insisted, following Link off the horse.

Link nodded and gave Marlene her basket.

"I won't take too long," Marlene said heading into the entrance. "You can wander around Clocktown if you want. Just meet up with me at the entrance around noon, okay?"

Again, Link nodded and guided Epona to some stables just inside the walls of Clocktown. It was a bustling place filled with shops, street vendors, markets, and at the center stood a tall Clocktower with a large clock on it and a hidden observatory on the roof. Then just as Link finished tying Epona to the post, he felt a light tap on his shoulder. He looked behind him, and saw the two cloaked figures that were riding on the horse he saw earlier. Up close, he could see one was tall wearing a dark cloak while the other was shorter wearing a bright-blue cloak.

"Excuse me," asked the figure in the bright-blue cloak who sounded female. "Are you Link?"

Cautiously, Link nodded.

"We need you to come with us," the dark-cloaked figure said, also female but slightly deeper. "It's very urgent."

Link made no indication to move.

"Didn't you hear what we said?" asked the dark-cloaked figure impatiently. "Are you deaf or something?"

"No, Impa, I don't think he is," said the blue-cloaked figure defensively. She then turned to Link and said, "Correct me if I'm wrong, but you're a mute, right?"

Reluctantly, Link nodded.

"Just like the others," the blue-cloaked figure murmured out loud. "He's definitely the one."

"Based on whether he can speak or not? I knew he was Hylian right away based on his hair and eyes," responded the dark-cloaked figure who was apparently named Impa.

Link's eyes widened and then he made a series of hand gestures.

"You don't know what a Hylian is?" Impa said, sounding surprised. "They're from the neighboring Kingdom of Hyrule, which is where we're from."

"We need your help," the blue-cloaked figure said removing her hood. Underneath the hood, she was a beautiful young woman with long blue hair tied back in a ponytail with a fair complexion and deep purple eyes. "The Kingdoms of Hyrule and Termina are in danger, and you're the only one who can stop this threat for you are—

"Hey," Marlene said appearing behind the two cloaked figures looking confused. "What's going on? Are you bothering Link?"

"We weren't bothering him," Impa said, turning away.

"Yeah, we were just leaving," the blue-cloaked figure replied, waving back as she followed Impa down the street. "Good day!"

"What were they asking you about?" Marlene asked turning to Link.

Link shrugged in response.

"They don't look like they're from around here," Marlene said nervously. "Let's go home."

To be continued…
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Chapter 2: Lost Woods

Later that night, Link was sleeping soundly in his bed when all of a sudden he felt a hand placed over his mouth and nose forcing him to wake up. He saw a shadowy figure standing over him but couldn't see who it was.

"Don't make a sound, boy," the figure said, moving two fingers off of Link's nostrils. "Not that you can."

Immediately, Link recognized the figure's voice as being the same one from the dark-cloaked figure in Clocktown who was called 'Impa' by her blue-haired companion.

"There isn't much time," the figure known as Impa said. "You must come with us. The fate of our world depends on you, the Hero of Infinite Possibilities."

As the moon's light shined through the curtains above Link's bed, he saw Impa more clearly. She had pale skin, red eyes, silver hair pulled back into a tight bun, wearing a black leather vest over a white blouse with leather fingerless gloves, matching pants, and knee-length boots. After getting a sense of where her face was, Link attempted to knee Impa under the chin. Unprepared, Impa was hit and the impact forced her to let go of Link's mouth. Link then used this opportunity to grab a wooden sword by his bedside that he used for practice and stood up on the bed ready to strike. When Impa recovered, she looked up and Link and laughed.

"My, my," Impa responded. "You stance is just like the Hero's on the mural back home."

Confused, Link started to lower his sword. Meanwhile, Impa reached for a small crossbow at her side and quickly fired a glass arrow filled with a clear liquid. It hit Link at the base of his neck causing him to flinch. Then in a matter of seconds after pulling the arrow out, Link's knees gave out.

"I didn't want to have to do this," Impa said walking toward Link as his vision started to become blurry. "But you left me no choice."

Link then thought he heard Marlene calling his name before everything went black.

###

When Link came to, he found himself tied to a tree near a campfire set in a clearing within an unfamiliar forest. In front of Link stood the blue-haired girl with her cloak parted revealing a short white dress with frills on the ends, a sky-blue corset, white fingerless gloves, thigh-long baby blue stockings, and dark blue ankle-length boots. Behind her sat Impa who was tending the fire with a short stick.

"I'm sorry we had to take you by force, Link," the blue-haired girl said looking concerned. "It was Impa's idea, not mine."

"Don't put all the blame on me," Impa said sharply. "You also had that vision, remember?"

Link gave the blue-haired girl a confused look, which caught her attention.

"Oh, I guess we haven't introduced ourselves," the blue-haired girl said thoughtfully and made a slight curtsey before Link. "My name is Lana, Inventor and Sorceress Extraordinaire, while my companion by the fire is Impa, a member of the Shiekah Tribe and former nurse."

Link's eyes blinked but he didn't say anything.

"I take it you're still confused." When Link nodded, Lana reached into a hidden pocket in her dress. "Maybe these photographs will help you understand."

Lana then pulled out a handful of pictures that looked so real they made Link stare in awe.

"Judging from your expression, I see that you've never seen photographs before," Lana said looking embarrassed. "It would take too long to explain how these things are made but bare with me as I explain their contents."

The first picture Lana held up showed a floating city in the sky with a rocky foundation surrounded by other buildings and landscapes that seemed to be suspended in air while people rode large birds and other strange devices around it.

"This is Skyloft, a floating city that lies just above the Kingdom of Hyrule and it's where Impa and I are actually from."

Lana flipped to another picture showing a young girl who was about ten years old with braided blonde hair, sparkling blue eyes, pointy ears, and wearing a pink dress with white frilly sleeves and trimming. On the front of her dress was an elaborately embroidered design consisting of three triangles forming one triangle, the outline of a bird, and a vase-shape.

"There, a young woman named Zelda is being held captive against her will by an evil man," Lana said flipping to another photograph showing a sinister-looking man with red hair tied back in a ponytail, dark skin, and wearing a black frock-coat with gold trimmings, matching trousers and polished black knee-length boots. "That man is Ganon, who secretly murdered Zelda's father and took his place as the Mayor of Skyloft. Now, according to a vision I just had, Ganon wants to use Zelda to create a device that will alter time to create different outcomes which, if completed, will have serious consequences not only on Skyloft but also the world."

Link's eyebrows furrowed in deep concern as Lana put the photographs away.

"How you fit into this, Link, is much more simple," Lana responded after the photographs were safely tucked into her dress-pocket. "Seven years ago, a carved mural was discovered inside a cave on one of the floating islands of Skyloft. It depicted a youth wearing a green tunic holding a shining sword above his head with a female figure standing over him and a dark being below him. The man who found the mural also found a passage written below it in the language of Skyloft's original occupants, who are all gone now, which stated this: 'When Skyloft is in Peril, a Hero from a the Land Below shall come Clad in Green bearing the Sword of Destiny and with the Goddess' Aid they shall Vanquish the Evil that has Appeared in Many Forms across Time and Space.'"

"Lana thinks this passage is a prophecy that was written by the occupants of Skyloft long ago," Impa said as she got up and approached Link. "So far the passage has been right about Skyloft being in peril, now we shall see if you're the Hero it's referring to."

In response, Link's eyes widened and his mouth was gaping. He then tried to speak, but no words came out of his mouth as he struggled to untie his hands which were bound behind them.

"I think he's trying to say something," Impa said as Link started making loud grunts and yells.

"Too bad he can't speak," Lana said pitifully. Then she took a small glass jar from a leather-belt around her waist which contained a small glowing orb with tiny wings. "But I have a solution for that."

Lana unscrewed the jar, and the small orb flew out.

"_Sigh! _I thought I was going to die in there!" cried a tiny female voice that seemed to be coming from the small orb. "Can't you put air-holes on those things?"

"Sorry, Proxi," Lana said apologetically to the small floating orb.

The small floating orb, which was apparently named Proxi, suddenly noticed Link and flew right up to him. "Who's this?"

"That's Link," Lana answered. "We think he's the Hero of Infinite Possibilities."

"Oh, well, nice to meet you, Link!" Proxi said flying up and down excitedly. "I'm Proxi, and I'll be your Translator Fairy."

Link raised an eyebrow, and then before he knew it the tiny orb suddenly flew right up to his mouth. He felt something soft briefly touch his lips before the orb flew away. Lana and Impa watched nervously as coughing noises erupted from the orb as Proxi's voice changed from a little girl's to that of a teenage boy's.

"_What in Termina was that?_" Link flinched, hearing his thoughts being echoed by Proxi. Then he thought, "_Holy Giants! I can talk!_"

"Proxi's specialty is being able to translate the thoughts of others into words by simply 'kissing' the person she's translating for," Lana explained. "Now you can speak freely through Proxi."

"_This is great!_" Link thought as he grinned happily. Then he looked at Impa and Lana. "_How can I repay you, ladies?_"

"By rescuing Zelda, of course," Lana said cheerfully.

"But we have to hurry," Impa said turning towards the eastern sky. "It will be dawn soon, and we need to be out of the Lost Woods if we want to reach the Sky Elevator in time."

"Yes, but I think Link could do with a change of clothes," Lana said and waved her hand causing the ropes that bound Link to come loose. "We can't have Zelda's future Hero walking around in his pajamas, now can we?"

As Link stood up, Lana snapped her thumb causing a green aura to surround him. He was initially surprised, but then the aura faded as quickly as it had come. In place of his farm clothes which also served as his pajamas, Link was now wearing a green tunic with chain-mail underneath, a pointed cap, brown leather fingerless gloves, white trousers, and brown leather knee-length boots.

"There, now that looks more like a proper Hero," Lana mused. "Now all he needs is the Hylian Shield and the Master Sword."

Lana held her hands outward as blue sparks emanated from her hands. In a few seconds, she was holding a large shield with an intricate design on the cover and a sword in a dark-blue scabbard. She walked over to Link and presented these things to him.

"These will be your primary weapons, Hero of Infinite Possibilities," Lana said. "Use them wisely on your travels."

In response, Link nodded and took the weapons from Lana.

"Once you're done suiting up, Link, let's get going," Impa said heading off to tend to the horse that was tethered nearby.

"_So why are you guys interested in rescuing Zelda?_" Link asked. "_Is it just because of Ganon?_"

"It's a long story," Lana said sounding remorseful. "We'll tell you once we're on the move."

To be continued…
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Chapter 3: Sky Elevator

"_So let me get this straight,_" Link said, with the Fairy Proxi translating his unspoken words. "_You and Impa raised Zelda after her father was killed to keep her safe from Ganon but then seven years ago he took her away from you and she__'__s been locked up ever since while you two left to search for the Hero of Infinite Possibilities._"

"You got it," Lana said as she, Link, and Impa moved quickly across Hyrule Field as the sun rose in the East. "And we think that Hero is you."

"_Just because I now look like this so-called Hero doesn__'__t mean that I am him,_" Link said, looking down at his green tunic.

"That's what we're about to find out," Impa said looking back.

"_So how do I get to Skyloft?_" Link asked.

"With the Sky Elevator, of course," Lana said. "You'll see it in a moment."

As they crossed over a hill, Link beheld a large castle surrounded by tall walls. But what drew his eyes the most was a looming tower-like structure that went all the way up into the clouds made of metal. Once they came to the entrance, Impa and Lana put their cloaks back on as they slipped past the sleeping guards and into the Market area that was below Hyrule Castle which stood on a hill above it. Not a soul was in sight as the three crossed to the center of the Market where a glass structure covered in metal was seated at the bottom of the metallic structure. Across the gate to the structure, a wooden sign was tacked on written in Hylian.

"'_The Sky Elevator is Closed till Further Notice. Sorry for the __Inconvenience__,__'_" Link read in his mind, then he turned to Lana. "_What__'__s going on?_"

"We forgot to tell you that as of five years ago, the city of Skyloft seceded from the Kingdom of Hyrule," Impa said looking around cautiously. "I have friends down here who've been keeping me and Lana up to date on things since we left."

"So basically, no one is allowed to go in or out of Skyloft," Lana added as she took down the sign after Impa nodded.

"_What are you__—_

Before Link could finish his sentence, Impa opened the gate and a door that was carved into the glass structure. Then Lana shoved Link into the glass structure and closed the door behind him.

"Good luck, Hero," Lana said though her voice sounded muffled on the other side of the glass. "May the Goddesses be with you!"

Link watched as Lana pressed a hidden button and then the glass structure went flying up into the air so fast that Link almost lost his footing. He held onto the brass bars located next to the seats that circled the interior of the glass structure. Below him, the Market grew steadily smaller along with the rest of the landscape. The clouds soon appeared and obscured the land below completely while above Link saw several structures floating in the air with the sun shining brightly over the horizon. He was so amazed that when the elevator stopped Link gave a sudden cry and fell onto the metallic floor of the glass structure.

"Get up, Link!" cried Proxi in her own voice. "We need to get out of the Sky Elevator before someone notices us."

In response, Link grumbled and got up. Outside, Link saw what looked to be the inside of an abandoned lobby of sorts. Cautiously, Link opened the glass door and then the metallic gate that was similar to the one in the Market before stepping out. He expected the dusty tiles to fall beneath his feet, but they were surprisingly steady. Looking around, Link noticed the morning light filtering in through an opening that was barricaded by wooden planks.

"_Guess this__'__ll be a good place as any to practice using this sword,_" Link said through Proxi as he unsheathed the Master Sword.

"Sounds like a plan to me," Proxi responded.

Remembering the practice he had with the wooden sword, Link raised the Master Sword above his head. Feeling its weight bearing down upon him, Link quickly ran towards the wooden planks and made a downward strike. This in turn caused the wooden planks to be split in half and the sun came filtering in. Beyond the opening, Link found himself standing in a circular garden that was overgrown with weeds with a scattering of trees along the rim. Above him stood three statues carved from limestone that depicted three women with long flowing dresses and hair. Each one carried a golden triangle with a different-colored stone inside ranging from red to blue to green.

"_What are these?_" Link wondered out loud as he gazed upon the statues.

"These are the Statues of the Goddesses."

Link turned to his left and saw a strange boy standing in the shade of a tree. He resembled a scarecrow with a straw hat, a plaid orange shirt, brown trousers and matching shoes. His eyes were bright orange and a wide grin was plastered on his face.

"_Who are you?_" Link asked, holding the Master Sword in a defensive position.

"I've gone by many names in my lifetime," the boy said as two Fairies circled around his head. "But my friends call me…Skull Kid."

"Is that another Fairy?" said one of the Fairies, who was purple and sounded male, noticing Proxi circling around Link.

"I didn't know they had Fairies down below," responded the other, who sounded female and was yellow. She and the other Fairy flew up to Proxi and the three circled each other for a while.

"It seems my friends have taken a liking to your Fairy," the boy known as Skull Kid said with bemusement. "The purple one is Tael and the yellow one is Tatl. Now tell me, stranger, what is your name?"

Link hesitated and then he said through Proxi, "_Link, and the Fairy__'__s name is Proxi. She__'__s my translator._"

"Translator?" Skull Kid raised an eyebrow.

"_I can__'__t speak, normally,_" Link said lowering the Master Sword slightly.

"So you're a mute," Skull Kid said nonchalantly. Then he eyed Proxi and said, "I don't think I've ever seen a Fairy that could translate its owner's thoughts into words. Where did you find her, or did someone give her to you?"

"I joined him of my own free will!" Proxi exclaimed flying toward Skull Kid till she was inches from his face. "Just because I'm with Link doesn't mean he owns me!"

"Okay, calm down, Fairy," Skull Kid said shooing Proxi away. "I was just curious. You should know, Link, that land-dwellers aren't allowed up here."

"_I was aware of that,_" Link said bluntly.

"Yet you still came?" Skull Kid laughed a little. "You've got guts, kid. I like that."

"_You won__'__t tell anyone, will you?_" Link asked, steadying his sword once more.

"Of course not," Skull Kid replied. "Everyone's business is their own."

"_Then can you tell me where Zelda is?_" Link said, sheathing the Master Sword.

Skull Kid blinked twice. "Zelda? The former Mayor's daughter?"

Reluctantly, Link nodded.

"If you're referring to her, she's locked up in the Goddess Statue," Skull Kid said turning to point somewhere behind him. "You can see it just beyond those buildings."

Link looked to where Skull Kid was pointing and saw a towering statue made of stone that resembled a woman with a peaceful face and angelic wings protruding from her back.

"The Priestess claims she's preparing for becoming the next Mayor when the current one passes away, but others say Zelda's being held there as a prisoner."

"_For what crime?_"

"I don't know," Skull Kid shrugged and started to walk away. "I've said too much already."

"Hold on, Skull Kid!" Tael shouted flying to catch up.

"Wait for us!" Tatl responded.

Skull Kid briefly looked over his shoulder and said, "Oh, by the way, you might want to consider a change of clothes."

Confused, Link went after Skull Kid. But upon emerging into the street on the other side of the weedy garden, Link didn't see Skull Kid anywhere.

To be continued…
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With his eye on the Goddess Statue floating in the distance, Link followed the street that ran parallel to the garden past a line of abandoned shops to a wooden bridge that ran from one artificial floating island to another. Link stepped onto the bridge cautiously, trying not to look down, and was surprised by how steady the bridge was as he crossed it. On the other side, Link came to a crowded street full of people. Some were blond and blue-eyed like Link, while others were dark-skinned, fish-like, rocky, and even woody. But as Link tried to blend in with the crowd, he noticed a few wayward glances aimed in his direction.

"_Why is everyone staring at me?_" Link said to himself.

"I don't know," Proxi replied. "Though you do seem out of place fashion-wise."

It was then that Link realized the majority of the people he passed by wore either snappy suits, cuffed shirts and trousers, or long frilly dresses. By contrast, his green tunic and cap seemed almost ancient. Ignoring the stares, Link rounded a bend in the street leading to a large plaza which several people were gathered in. As Link got closer, he noticed a stage-like platform where a tall woman with tan skin wearing a skimpy purple dress and a bird-like mask was speaking before a tapestry depicting the red-haired man Link saw in the photograph Lana showed him.

"Citizens of Skyloft!" cried the woman in a charismatic voice. "Today is the seventeenth birthday of Zelda, the heir to our beloved Mayor Ganon!"

In response, the people cheered much to Link's surprise.

The masked woman sighed. "But alas, this is also the day that the False Hero will appear!"

At that moment, the people looked startled.

"He will come wearing a cloth of green, bearing an evil sword upon his back, and attempt to **steal** the heir from her protective chamber inside the Statue of the Goddess!" The woman said looking around cautiously. "If any of you see such a man, report him to me, your trusted Priestess Cia!"

At that moment, Link realized what Skull Kid was talking about. As he tried to back away, he bumped into somebody.

The person exclaimed wildly and said, "It's him! The False Hero!"

Then everyone's eyes turned upon Link, including Cia's. A sinister smile crept across her face as she said, "Bring him to me, my loyal followers!"

Link attempted to get away, but the crowd closed in on him. Then multiple hands dragged him to the platform which he was tossed onto. As he scrambled to his feet, Cia walked up to Link and held him by the throat.

"You're awfully young to be the False Hero," she said while pulling a jeweled dagger from her side. "But nevertheless, you must die if our city is to be saved."

Immediately, Link head-butted Cia causing her to reel back and let go. Link was about to unsheathe his sword, but thought better of it and ran off the platform.

"Get him!" Cia yelled. "He cannot reach Zelda!"

At once, the crowd chased after Link. He tried going back the way he came, but it was blocked off by a section of the crowd. So he ran up a nearby hill toward a large tent-like structure with stings of flags around it. The people standing near the entrance got out of the way as Link entered the tent-like structure. Inside, the place was packed with food-carts, tables, smithies, and smaller tents. He ducked behind a large purple tent as the crowd entered the structure.

"Well, this is certainly a nice mess we've gotten ourselves into," Proxi said irritably.

"_You don't have to tell me twice,_" Link said watching the crowd disperse. "_We need to get out of here first, and then find some way to get to the Goddess Statue undetected._"

"Well, that's not going to happen as long as you're dressed like that," Proxi said.

"_Yeah,_" Link said, looking down as his tunic with remorse. "_But where am I going to find some new clothes?_"

"Over there, silly," Proxi said and flew over to a table where several kinds of clothes were laid out but nobody was around.

"_You're not suggesting we steal, are you?_" Link said once Proxi was back with him.

"What other choice do we have? Unless Lana was nice enough to leave you some Rupees in that bag."

Link's eyes looked down at the brown leather pouches attached to his belt, and felt through them. To his surprise, he heard a few clinks and pulled out a handful of different-colored gems.

"By the Goddesses."

Link and Proxi turned towards the purple tent they were hiding behind and saw a face peering out from under it. The face looked surprised, belonging to a large woman with thin brown hair and an obvious moustache growing above her upper-lip. She wore a flowing orange dress and there were golden rings on her fingers. Before Link could speak, the woman used her monstrous hand to drag him into the tent while Proxi followed. Inside the tent, Link noticed a glowing crystal ball which shimmered briefly until the woman closed the curtains marking the entrance to the tent from the other side.

"I knew you would come someday, Hero of Infinite Possibilities," the woman said in a deep almost masculine voice. "I saw it in the future."

"_The future?_" Link said with confusion.

"I'm a fortune-teller, you see," the woman answered. "Madame Starling is my name, and you are Link of Romani Ranch."

"_How did you—_

"The future, boy," Madame Starling interrupted. "I can see many things by simply gazing into that crystal ball."

With that, Madame Starling indicated the crystal ball in the center of tent which suddenly lit up.

"However, there is only so much I can interpret," Madame Starling said with a huff. "You're on the run from Cia's followers?"

"_I am,_" Link responded. "_But I need to get to the Goddess Statue. Zelda's in trouble!_"

"Patience, dear boy," Madame Starling said calmly. "You can't just go charging up to the statue without a sense of what you're getting into."

"_I know that now,_" Link said gazing downward. "_Can you help me?_"

"Of course I can," Madame Starling said. "Would you like me to tell your future?"

"_Um, sure._"

"For a small fee of twenty Rupees."

Blinking for a second, Link reached into his bag and pulled out a red-colored Rupee. He gave it to Madame Starling, who tucked it into the folds of her dress. Next, she concentrated on the crystal ball waving her hands around it in concentric circles. The crystal ball lit up as shapes appeared across the surface, but they were too faint for Link to tell what they were. Madame Starling concentrated on these shapes for a long time until the crystal's light died out.

"There are some tumultuous times ahead for you, Link," Madame Starling said somberly. "But as long as you have faith in yourself, the world shall be saved."

"_Okay, but how is that going to help me get into the Goddess Statue?_" Link asked impatiently.

"You shall need to change your attire, and find more weapons," Madame Starling said as she reached for something nearby and presented Link with a clean white shirt, brown trousers, a pair of yellow-tinted goggles, white socks, and brown shoes. "These belonged to my son before he moved out. They should be about your size."

Feeling grateful, Link took the clothes Madame Starling gave him and then said, "_Will these cost anything?_"

"They're on the house," Madame Starling replied.

"But what should Link do with the sword and shield?" Proxi said as Link went to the back of the tent and changed. "He can't get rid of those."

"True, but I have a solution for that," Madame Starling said and reached for a brown cloth, a string, and charcoal. "He can wrap the Master Sword and scabbard in this cloth and I can use the charcoal to smear the designs on the Hylian Shield to make it seem ordinary."

"Do you think that'll work?" Proxi said nervously.

"_It's the best plan I've heard so far,_" Link said, dressed in his new clothes with the belt, gloves, boots, and leather bag from the original outfit still on. "_I put the tunic and mail in the bag, just in case I might be able to wear them again._"

"And indeed you will, boy," Madame Starling said. "But for now, you're just an ordinary citizen of Skyloft."

"_I can't thank you enough, Madame Starling,_" Link said and put the goggles on. To his amazement, the lens were adjustable allowing him to see closer and further from the objects in front of him.

"Those are the Bird's Eye Glasses," Madame Starling explained. "My son wears goggles just like them."

"_Where he is now?_" Link asked.

"He runs an airborne shop just outside the Bazaar that sells a variety of gear," Madame Starling responded.

"_Do you think he might have something that'll help me get into the Goddess Statue?_"

"It's worth a try. He sells different items depending on what's in style."

"_Then I'll have to take my chance,_" Link said and walked toward the curtains. He then looked back and said, "_Thanks, Madame Starling._"

"Come again if you need my help," Madame Starling said and waved as Link exited her tent.

To be continued…


	5. Chapter 5: Beacon's Airshop

Chapter 5: Beacon's Airshop

Once Link was out of the Bazaar, he was relieved to find that the Priestess Cia had left the Plaza and none of her followers were in sight. In front of him hovering just a little ways off was a small house suspended by two propellers that kept spinning rapidly with a bell hanging from the porch-like area and a rope-filled wench.

"_That must be the shop Madame Starling was talking about,_" Link said as he approached the edge of the hill the Bazaar stood on top of. He reached his hand out towards the bell, but it was too far away.

"Allow me," Proxi said and flew up to the bell.

Using her strength, Proxi pushed against the bell until the ball hit the inside. A small but audible _ring _was heard as Proxi fluttered towards the ground. Fortunately, Link leaped from the hilltop and caught her just in time as the rope rolled down from the wench and stopped at Link's ankles. With Proxi in hand, Link held onto the rope as it carried him up to the floating house. Once the rope stopped, Proxi flew out of Link's hand while Link climbed onto the porch.

"Thanks for catching me back there," Proxi said sounding breathless. "That bell was harder to pull than I thought."

"_Well__, you did a good job, anyway,_" Link responded, noticing a ladder next to the wench that led up to a door. "_Now let__'__s meet the guy who runs this place._"

After traversing the stairs with ease, Link entered through the unlocked door. Inside, he saw a rectangular counter with several objects laid out that had price-tags on them. Behind the counter, a young man in his early twenties wearing a knitted cap adorned with goggles that were similar to Link's and plain white trousers who was peddling on sandaled feet to keep a giant metal wheel that stood behind him turning.

"Hello," the man said quickly. "My name is Beacon, and welcome to my shop. Pick whatever you like and leave the payment on the table. But choose quickly because I can't keep the shop suspended for very long when there's two people on it."

Link glanced at the items on the counter, but none of them seemed useful. Then towards the end, he noticed an object that consisted of a metallic tube with what looked to be a bird's foot sticking out of it attached to a pair of leather straps.

"What's this?" Link asked.

"Don't you know?" Beacon said mockingly. "It's a Talon Clasp. They were once used to ride the Skyloft Rails."

"_The Skyloft Rails?_"

Beacon looked dubiously at Link. "You're not from around here, huh?"

Link hesitated to say anything.

"Don't worry, kid," Beacon said assuredly. "I won't tell anybody."

With that, Link sighed.

"Anyway, the Skyloft Rails are a system of transports suspended by airborne cables that are used to transport supplies and people across the Eight Districts," Beacon explained, nodding his head toward the window.

Link looked outside and he saw several metallic ropes hanging above the buildings in the distance with several box-shaped objects moving along them.

"The Talon Clasps were used by construction workers to fix Rails that were getting rusty or not working right, but then the kids started using them for recreational means. Originally, it wasn't against the law but then after Mayor Ganon came into power all the Talon Clasps were recalled."

"_So why do you have one?_" Link wondered.

"Let's just say that it's a memento from my younger days," Beacon admitted. "I've been trying to get it off my hands for a while, but no one wants to buy it."

"_I could buy it from you,_" Link offered. "_How much does it cost?_"

" 200 Rupees," replied Beacon.

"_200 Rupees!_" exclaimed Link. "_Why is it so much?_"

"Because its illegal," Beacon said firmly.

Link searched though his bags, but discovered that he only had about 190 Rupees in total since he gave away 20 for the fortune-telling that Madame Starling provided.

Beacon noticed Link's downcast look and said, "Tell you what. I'll give you the Talon Clasp for free in exchange for a small favor."

"_Name it,_" Link said, looking up.

"Well, you see, I have a pet beetle who went missing a few days ago and I don't know where he is. If you can find him for me, then the Talon Clasp is yours."

"_What does he look like?_"

"He's a Horned Colossus Beetle, which are very rare, so he shouldn't be too hard to find," Beacon said. "Ask Agnes if you have any questions. She's sort of a…bug expert."

"_When did you last see your beetle?_"

"Right as I was passing over the Kokiri District, which is past the Windmill on the eastern side of this island." Then just as Link was about to leave, Beacon said, "But if you're going to catch him, you'll need a Bug-Catching Net."

"_Like this?_" Link held up a stick with a hoop at the end that had thin ropes woven into a bag-like pattern.

"Yeah, you'll need that. It's going to cost you 50 Rupees, though."

"_I can afford that,_" Link said and left his only Purple Rupee on the counter.

"Thank you, and good luck finding my beetle," Beacon said and pulled a lever to his left.

This in turn caused a trap-door to open underneath Link's feet and he fell down towards the ground below. Fortunately, Link somersaulted midair which made his landing softer. Then on his feet, Link looked to the East and saw a windmill near a hillside. Beyond that, Link saw a wooden bridge that led to an area that was covered in trees and a heavy mist lay over it.

"_That must be the Kokiri District,_" Link said with the Bug-Catching Net in hand. "_Let__'__s go, Proxi._"

The Fairy bobbed up and down in response, and so Link broke into a trot toward the Windmill.

To be continued…
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Past the Windmill, Link came to the wooden bridge that led into the Kokiri District and walked slowly across it. About midway, the mist that surrounded the District covered the bridge, obscuring the clouds below the bridge which made Link's passage a little more difficult. Once he was safely across, he beheld a place that was full of thick trees and dancing lights which Link presumed were Fairies as Proxi seemed to be interacting with them. Meanwhile, Link looked on the ground for any signs of Bugs with the Bug-Catching Net in hand.

After what seemed like hours of doing this, Link stopped and sighed.

"What's wrong, Link?" Proxi asked.

"_I can__'__t seem to find any Bugs around here,_" Link replied.

"That's because you're not looking in the right places. The Fairies told me that there's a grove nearby that Bugs like to hang out in."

"_All right, then let__'__s go there._"

###

Later, Link and Proxi came to a grove-like place with Fairies lighting up the misty air accompanied by the humming sounds of insects. In the center of this grove was a shaft of sunlight filtering in through the thick canopy of treetops and there stood a young woman who was looking down at the ground.

"_Um, excuse me,_" Link said nervously.

The young woman looked up cautiously. She had blonde hair tied up in pigtails, purple eyes, and pointed ears. In her gloved hands she carried a small parasol to shield the sun's rays and a picnic basket under one arm. A pair of artificial butterfly wings protruded from the back of her dress which was turquoise with white sleeves and trimmed at the end with embroideries.

"_Are you__…__Agnes?_" Link asked.

"Princess Agnes, to be exact!" replied the young woman. "The Kingdom of Insects is my domain, and my loyal subjects are the Bugs themselves."

Link was about to say something but thought otherwise.

"But you've caught me at a bad time as I'm desperately searching for the guests I invited to my tea-party yesterday," Agnes said with downcast eyes that made their way slowly up to Link's. "Can you help me find them?"

"_Sure, what do they look like?_"

"They're Golden Bugs, and there are twenty-four of them in total. If you find all of my guests, then I'll give you a special reward."

"_Okay, but I was wondering if you could help me as well. I__'__m trying to find a Horned Colossus Beetle. Can you tell me what it looks like._"

"A Horned Colossus Beetle?" Agnes looked around and pointed at one of tree-trunks. "I believe that's one."

Link followed Agnes' finger and saw a large beetle with red circles around its eyes, a turquoise exoskeleton, and horn-like structures protruding from its head. Assuming Agnes was correct, Link dashed toward the beetle with the Bug-Catching Net raised. He swung it down on the beetle, but its yellow wings unfurled and the beetle became airborne.

"Catch it now, before it flies away!" Agnes cried.

As the beetle flew up toward the opening in the canopy, Link leaped into the air and swung the Bug-Catching Net in an arc. The beetle was inside the net, but was about to fly away again until Link closed the net up.

"Yay, you did it!" Agnes cheered. "Was he a friend of yours?"

"_Sort of,_" Link said turning to Agnes. "_I__'__m going to return this Bug to its rightful owner, and then I__'__ll help you find the Golden Beetles._"

"All right, I'll be here," Agnes said waving as Link left the grove.

###

"Wow, I can't believe you actually pulled it off," Beacon said looking at the beetle that flew around inside the Bug-Catching Net Link carried. "That's the one who went missing. Put him in that cage over there and then you can have the Talon Clasp free of charge like I promised."

Next to the window, Link noticed a small wooden cage that was yellow and red in color. He walked up to it, unhitched the lock, and laid the net up against the door to the cage. The beetle flew inside and as soon as it did Link hitched the lock. While the beetle flew around in the cage furiously, Link walked up to the counter and picked up the Talon Clasp.

"Be sure to hide that thing well," Beacon said reaching for the trapdoor lever.

Before Link could ask him further, the trapdoor was opened and he fell out like he did before.

"That guy really needs a better system than throwing his customers out of a trapdoor," Proxi noted as Link fell flat onto the ground below. "Then there would be fewer broken bones."

"_I__'__m fine,_" Link said as he got up. He then examined the Talon Clasp. "_Might want to test this out to make sure it still works._"

Holding the Talon Clasp on one arm, Link aimed the talons at a nearby pole and then he pressed a switch on the back of the tube which caused the talons to unfold. Next, he pressed what looked like the trigger, and the talons came flying out of the tube attached to a line of metallic rope that became stiff once the talons were imbedded into the pole. A few people noticed and looked surprised, including a pair of metallic canisters with red eyes, arms, and feet.

As the canisters made their way over, Link pressed the trigger again which caused the talons to come flying back. Then as he ran from the mobile canisters, Link flipped the switch to fold the talons once more. A pair of hands suddenly reached out from behind a tree and dragged him behind it. While the metallic canisters ran past, Link saw the person who grabbed him. It was a young girl with pigtails of red hair peeking out from underneath a green cap, wearing leather fingerless gloves that went up to her forearms like Link's, a white shirt underneath a green vest, brown-colored breeches, and knee-length leather boots.

Once the canisters were completely gone, the girl sighed. "Good thing I was here. Ganon's Clockwork Policemen would've overtaken you for sure."

"_Um, thanks,_" Link said, unsure whether the girl was a friend or an enemy.

"What's your name?" the girl asked suddenly.

"_Link_."

"I'm Karoline. Nice to meet you," the girl said, holding her hand out.

Instinctively, Link shook the girl's hand. Then the girl who called herself Karoline pulled him toward a wooden bridge around the bend of the hill that led to a large building that looked abandoned on the west side of the floating island.

"_Where are you taking me?_" Link asked.

"To the abandoned Knight Academy," Karoline answered. "I've got some friends there I want you to meet."

"_Okay,_" Link responded though he wasn't sure what lay in store for him.

To be continued…
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Once they were inside the Knight Academy, Karoline stopped running and Link was able to catch his breath. The interior made the building seem a lot bigger than the outside, with wide spaces and large wooden staircases but it was dusty and silent. Then from upstairs, Link heard footsteps and instinctively moved one hand to the hilt of his sword which was still wrapped in the cloth Madame Starling gave him.

"What's the password?" asked a voice that belonged to a very muscular person whose outline was visible from the top of the stairs.

"Lumpy Pumpkin," Karoline said.

"All right, you can come up," replied the voice.

Karoline then ascended the stairs with Link behind her. Once they were near the top, Link could clearly see the person who spoke. He was a tall young man with a pompadour of red hair that was the same color as Karoline's, wearing a dark green short-sleeved shirt, tan colored breeches, and short leather fingerless gloves. Karoline briefly nodded as she walked past him, but when he spotted Link the tall young man blocked him.

"Who said you could come up here?" the young man asked with his arms folded.

"He's with me, Grody," Karoline said looking back.

"But he didn't say the password," the young man said firmly.

"_Isn__'__t it __'__Lumpy Pumpkin__'__?_" Link said.

"That doesn't count," the young man known as Grody said glaring at Link. "You heard Karoline say it first, so now you'll have to guess what the new password is."

"Give it a rest, Grody," Karoline said.

"I'm just being cautious, Sis," Grody responded. "For all we know, he could be a spy."

"What's going on here?" Another young man suddenly appeared behind Karoline. He had short brown hair underneath a yellow cap and wore a matching yellow shirt with loose white pants.

"Oh, Pip," Karoline said nervously. "Thank goodness you're here."

"I just caught a spy trying to break into our little club," Grody said, picking Link up by the collar of his shirt. "Shall I toss him out?"

"Grody!" Karoline exclaimed.

Quickly, Link unrolled his right sleeve revealing the Talon Clasp underneath. Everyone looked at it, including Grody.

"Where did you get that?" The other young man known as Pip asked.

"_At Beacon__'__s Airshop,_" Link answered.

"You know Talon Clasps are illegal for uses other than construction work, right?" Pip said.

"_Yeah, I__'__m aware of that._"

Pip didn't speak for several minutes and then he said, "Let him go, Grody. He doesn't sound like a spy to me."

"Are you serious?" Grody said with a confused expression.

"I mean it," Pip said and turned away with Karoline following behind him.

Grody grumbled and set Link down reluctantly. "I don't know what you did to convince Pip, but I'm not convinced. So from now on, I'm going to keep my eye on you."

Link followed Pip and Karoline, but he could feel Grody's eyes staring daggers into his back. They eventually came to a small dorm-room with a round table where three other boys were seated. One was short and pudgy with black hair, the second was tall and lanky with a mop of blond hair, while the third was average-sized but slightly chubby with sandy blond hair. As soon as they saw Pip enter the room, they stood up and saluted.

"At ease," Pip said to each of them as they sat back down. Behind him Karoline stood while Link and Grody followed in.

"Who's that?" the dark-haired kid asked pointing at Link.

"This is a new recruit to our club, Crow," Karoline responded, and looked back at Link. "Go ahead and introduce yourself."

"_My name__'__s Link._"

The boy known as Crow raised an eyebrow. "Link? What kind of a name is that?"

"Did your mom give you that name?" the lanky boy said mockingly.

"Good one, Stitch," Crow giggled.

"Leave him alone, guys," the sandy-haired kid said. "He just got here."

"Calm down, Fletch," Pip said and then he asked, "So where are you from, Link?"

Hesitantly, Link said, "_I can__'__t tell you._"

"Why not?" Crow insisted.

"_If I told you, it could get me and you guys arrested,_" Link answered.

"How bad can it be?" Grody asked stroking his pompadour proudly. "We're the Rail Riders, so we're used to almost getting arrested."

"_The Rail Riders?_" Link wondered.

"That's the name of our club," Karoline said. "We formed it right after Ganon recalled the recreational Talon Clasps seven years ago, and all we do is ride the Skyloft Rails while no one's looking."

Outside the dorm-room window, Link could see the Skyloft Rails more clearly in the distance. They were higher up than he previously thought and some were dangling over the open air. "_It looks kind of dangerous_."

"But it's also really fun," Pip said. "That is why you have a Talon Clasp, right?"

"_Actually, I was hoping to learn how to use it for something else_," Link responded adjusting the pocket in his shirt where Proxi was hiding the whole time.

"Such as?"

"_Rescuing someone, from a really tall place._"

"Like the Goddess Statue?" Grody said, causing Link to look at him with wide eyes.

"_How did you-_

"No need to be shy about it," Grody responded while his cheeks flushed red. "You've got the hots for Zelda too, right?"

"_Not exactly,_" Link corrected. "_Someone told me to rescue her, because the fate of the world depends on it._"

"Sounds like the person who sent you to rescue Zelda was either a big fan or a nut-job," Karoline said.

"Or it could've been the False Hero," Crow said. "I heard rumors that he was spotted in the Plaza where Priestess Cia was giving one of her sermons."

"Yeah, I heard that too," Stitch added.

"They say he's originally from the land below," Crow said as he eyed Link carefully. "Maybe he had help."

Link paused and then he said, "_If I told you I was the False Hero, would you tell the authorities?_"

Everyone looked at Pip, who shook his head. "No, we wouldn't. In fact, we'd be more than willing to help you succeed in rescuing Zelda from the Goddess Statue."

Surprised by Pip's answer, Link asked, "_Um, why?_"

"Because pissing off Ganon is what we do best," Karoline answered cheerfully.

"So you're originally from the land below?" Pip asked.

"_Yes__,_" Link said.

"I see," Pip remarked. "No wonder you were hesitant to talk about it."

"But don't worry, Link," Karoline said patting Link in the back. "Your secret is safe with us. Now let's teach you how to use the Talon Clasp so you can rescue Zelda before the day ends."

To be continued…
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"Okay, now repeat after me," Karoline said to Link as they stood on the edge of a loading bay behind a floating factory in the Hylian District. "Flip the switch to unhook the talons, aim them at nearby line, and then press the button to release the line."

"_And after that?_" Link wondered, following the Skyloft Rail that started above their heads down to a platform that was several feet below the loading bay over an area of open air.

"You just hold on," Karoline replied, aiming the Talon Clasp on her arm at the rail-line overhead.

Once the talons securely grabbed the rail, Karoline leapt off the loading dock and went flying down to the platform where she safely landed.

Link was about to follow her when he felt a pinch on his shoulder. He turned his head and saw Pip standing behind him.

"Here's a little tip," Pip said and pointed to a small nob on the side of the tube. "To control the amount of rope, turn the nob right to extend the line and then left to stop."

"What are you waiting for?" Grody shouted looking past a large wooden crate. "The factory workers are going to finish their lunch soon!"

"Keep it down, Grody!" Pip snapped.

A murmur of voices suddenly erupted from beyond the wooden crate.

"I think they heard us," Fletch said nervously.

"Get going, Link," Pip said. "We'll follow behind you."

Immediately, Link followed Karoline's instructions and flipped the switch to unfold the talons. Then he aimed the talons at the rail above and pressed the button. When the talons hit the rail after the line was released, Link flipped the switch again to close the talons on the rail. Once this happened, Link jumped off the loading bay and held on. The Clasp carried him down the rail-line, but he forgot to turn the nob left and so the rope kept extending causing Link to dip further below the upcoming platform. Quickly, he corrected himself and turned the nob causing him to impact the platform knee-first. Karoline noticed and pulled Link up.

"Are you all right?" Karoline asked as she retracted Link's line just as the other boys showed up.

"_Yeah, I__'__m fine,_" Link said and noticing his shirt pocket quivering.

Unfortunately, Karoline noticed too. "What's that in your pocket?"

"_Uh, nothing,_" Link responded putting a hand lightly over his pocket.

"Let me see." Karoline pried Link's fingers away though Link tried to push her away.

"Hey, back off!" Proxi cried, flying out of Link's pocket and hovering a few inches from Karoline's nose. "Don't you know there's a thing called 'personal space'?"

"Is that a…Fairy?" Karoline said, pointing at Proxi causing the boys to look in her direction.

"Cool!" Crow said reaching for an empty jar. "I've always wanted to catch a stray Fairy."

"I'm not a stray Fairy!" Proxi exclaimed and landed on Link's shoulder. "I travel with Link and speak on his behalf."

"His behalf?" Pip noticed Link's mouth was closed and realized, "So you're—

"A mute?" Grody chuckled. "I should've guessed since your voice sounded a bit distorted."

"_I__'__m speaking from my mind, you idiot!_" Link glared as Proxi translated.

"What did you just say?" Grody gritted his teeth.

"Don't think about it, Grody," Pip said standing in Grody's way.

"But he just called me an idiot," Grody said clenching his fists. "And no one gets away with calling me an idiot."

"You'd better apologize to him, Link," Stitch taunted.

"Or Grody will turn you into pumpkin soup," Crow added.

"Not while I'm here," Pip said sternly.

"Yeah, why should he apologize?" Karoline said pointing an accusing finger at Grody. "You shouldn't have made fun of Link in the first place, brother!"

Before Grody could speak, a pair of metallic canisters similar to the ones Link encountered earlier suddenly appeared at the end of the street that connected the platform to a poorhouse neighborhood in the Hylian District.

"Shoot!" Pip exclaimed. "It's Ganon's Policemen!"

"The factory workers must've called them in," Crow guessed.

"We've got to get out of here," Karoline said and noticed a rail-line below the street. "We'll use that line to get back to HQ."

"Sounds like a plan to me," Pip said and readied his Talon Clasp. "Follow my lead!"

As Ganon's Policemen closed in, the Rail Riders leapt off the edge of the platform and latched onto the rail-line below. Link almost missed, but managed to grab on just as he was about to plummet toward the clouds. He tried to keep up with the group as they swung from rail to rail throughout the Hylian District which consisted of brick buildings, fountain squares, and small green parks here and there. But at some point, Link missed them and he found himself traveling along a rail that took him out of the Hylian District and into another that consisted of one giant swamp with thick trees and muddy waters. To his right, Link could see the Goddess Statue looming tall as ever even as he seemed to be getting further away from it.

Eventually, the rail-line ended on the shoreline to a murky lake inside a barn-like structure. Link retracted the Talon Clasp and landed softly on the roof of a passenger cable-car that was parked. Next to the cable-car was a platform and an unmanned booth with a sign that said, 'Deku Swamp Tours' in bright red with a flashy yellow background. Behind the booth, Link saw a group of well-dressed Hylians milling around while a strange creature that resembled a wooden stump stood nervously on the dock to the murky lake next to a boat made of leaves and wood.

"_What__'__s going on?_" Link asked approaching the crowd after hiding his Talon Clasp underneath his shirt sleeve.

"It's my twin sister, Kasai," cried an old woman with wrinkled green skin, white hair, and wearing a black robe. "She went into the Woods of Wonder, and hasn't come back yet."

"Yeah, and we want our money back," cried an overweight Hylian with brown hair wearing a striped suit.

"Plus, we're starving," said a woman who was standing next to the brown-haired Hylian wearing a pink velvet dress, white gloves, with a lot of makeup on. "Have you got anything to eat around here, Madam Kouri?"

"We've got fruits and veggies!" the wooden creature offered. "That's what we Dekus primarily eat around here."

"Ugh, no thanks," replied the woman in the pink dress who gave the creature a disgusted look.

"_I__'__ll go look for your sister,_" Link said, causing everyone to stare at him. "_Just tell me which way she went._"

"That way," the old woman known as Kouri said, pointing to a cave-like structure inside a cliff that stood a little ways off from the shoreline. As Link followed the path that was barely seen through the underbrush, Kouri yelled, "Be careful, young man! The Woods of Wonder are like a maze. If you get lost, you'll end up back at the beginning. So keep that in mind, will you?"

"_I won__'__t forget!_" Link replied, and ran into the cave.

To be continued…
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After following a small white monkey through the maze of hedges and clearings that made up the Woods of Wonder, Link eventually found an old woman lying on the ground who looked identical to Madam Kouri with the same white hair, greenish skin, and black robe. The only difference was that this woman wore a large red jewel on her forehead whereas Kouri's forehead jewel was blue.

"_Excuse me,_" Link said approaching the fallen woman. "_Are you_ _Kasai?_"

"Who wishes to know?" asked the old woman who groaned softly.

"_I'm Link. Your sister Kouri and the tourists were worried, so I offered to look for you,_" Link explained and held out his hand. "_Can you stand?_"

"No, I can't," Kasai said shaking her head. "Do you have an Energy Potion on you?"

Link searched his packs and shook his head.

"Then get one!" Kasai snapped. "And be quick! It'll be dark in a few hours, and that's when the Deku Swamp becomes extremely dangerous."

"_Don't worry, Kasai,_" Link said as he started heading back the way he came. "_I'll be back soon!_"

"That's 'Madam Kasai' to you!" Kasai responded.

###

"Did you find her?" asked Madam Kouri once Link had returned. The Hylian tourists were starting to load onto the cable-car which was being driven by the small Deku who originally stood by the boat.

"_Yes, but she's been hurt,_" Link answered. "_She asked for something called an 'Energy Potion'._"

"Oh, I know just what she's talking about," Madam Kouri said as she pulled a glass vial full of red liquid from a hidden pocket in her robe. "It'll heal her injuries and make her strong enough to get back."

"_Okay, thanks,_" Link said and went back into the Woods of Wonder.

He found Madam Kasai in the same place, and gave her the vial. She then pulled the wooden cork off and took a sip from the vial. A few moments later, Madam Kasai was standing up and rubbing her back.

"_Feeling better?_" Link asked.

"Yes, but the effects of the potion will wear off soon," Madam Kasai said. "So if you could accompany me back to the boat that would be great."

"_Okay,_" Link said and followed Madam Kasai as she went through the maze. "_What brought you out here in the first place?_"

"I wanted to pick some mushrooms for my sister who uses them to make Potions, but then I was suddenly attacked by Skull Kid," Madam Kasai grumbled. "He knocked me down from behind, thinking I wouldn't know it was him but I knew."

"_Why would he do that?_" Link wondered.

"He's just a troublemaker," Madam Kasai responded. "He likes pulling pranks on people for the sake of getting attention."

"_But doesn't he have Tael and Tatl to keep him company?_"

Madam Kasai gave Link a scrutinizing look, making him regret what he said.

"So I take it you've met Skull Kid before," Madam Kasai assumed.

"_Just this morning, and he didn't stick around for very long,_" Link said hesitantly.

"Did he try to hurt you?" Madam Kasai asked.

Link shook his head.

"That's strange," Madam Kasai muttered out loud. "He never interacts with anyone without pranking them first. But who knows? The next time you see him, he might do something so I would steer clear of him if I were you."

"Sister!" Cried Madam Kouri who ran over to the entrance of the Woods of Wonder.

By the boat, all the Hylian tourists were gone but the Deku was still present.

The two sisters hugged and then Madam Kasai asked, "Where did all the tourists go?"

"They left while you were gone," Madam Kouri answered. "I tried to stop them, but you know how Hylians are."

"Yes, they do get easily bored if they're not entertained right away," Madam Kasai said then she noticed Link and waved her hand dismissively. "No offense, of course."

"_None taken,_" Link said. "_I'm actually not Hylian._"

The two sisters raised their eyebrows in unison.

"How can you say that?" Madam Kouri said. "You have the same blond hair, blue eyes, and fair skin that most Hylians have."

"_But I was raised somewhere else,_" Link responded.

"Like where?" Madam Kasai suggested.

Link averted Kasai's gaze. "_Um, the…Sheikah Tribe._"

"You mean the Sheikah District?" Madam Kouri suggested.

"_Yes, that place,_" Link said, hoping the sisters would believe him.

In response, the two sisters glanced at each other before turning their attention back to Link.

"Are you a member of the Royal Family?" Madam Kasai asked.

"_Pardon?_" Link was confused.

"The Sheikah Tribe have protected members of Hyule's Royal Family for generations, including the previous Mayor of Skyloft who was the King of Hyrule's brother," Madam Kouri explained.

"Mayor Gaetano," Madam Kasai added. "Such a shame that he died, leaving an inexperienced daughter behind to take his place once she's old enough."

"But rumor has it that her nurse who was Sheikah stole her away, and though Mayor Ganon claims Zelda was found how do we know that the girl locked in the Goddess Statue is the real one?" Madam Kouri responded.

"Oh, yes, the Sheikah are known to use magic to deceive others," Madam Kasai said circling behind Link while he wasn't looking. "Perhaps there's no one in the Goddess Statue and the real Zelda is actually disguised as Sheikah, or a male Hylian to fool Mayor Ganon."

Before Link could react, Madam Kasai inserted a glass arrow with clear liquid into Link's neck. He immediately recognized it as the same one Impa gave him before he passed out, and tried to remove it. But Madam Kasai was surprisingly strong, and Link began to lose consciousness.

"_What did you just-?_

Madam Kouri suddenly grabbed Proxi and placed her inside a glass jar, preventing Link from finishing his thought.

"I just gave you a small dose of poison from a Sleep Arrow," Madam Kasai said. "You should be unconsciousness in a few seconds."

Link tried to speak, but Proxi's translations were muffled by the thickness of the glass jar she was inside of.

Madam Kasai grinned maliciously and said, "If we bring you to Mayor Ganon and claim that you're the real Zelda in disguise…

"...Then he will surely reward us," Madam Kouri finished.

As the two women cackled, Link drifted into a deep sleep and was out cold.

To be continued…
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When Link came to, his hands were tied behind his back and he was lying in a candlelit jail-cell. To his right there were other jail-cells that were occupied, then on his left was a sleeping warden who looked to be Hylian with the glass jar that held Proxi sitting on the edge of his desk. Link tried to free himself, but the binds were too tight and he couldn't get up because his feet were bound too.

"Quite the pickle you've gotten yourself into, Link."

Surprised, Link looked past the bars and saw Skull Kid standing there.

"What's the matter? Cat got your tongue, or—

Skull Kid glanced over to the desk and noticed Proxi struggling to break free from the glass jar.

"Shouldn't we help her?" Tael asked, appearing from underneath Skull Kid's hat.

"Yeah, she doesn't look too happy being in there," Tatl added.

"All right, but do it quietly," Skull Kid said. "We don't want to wake the warden."

While Tael and Tatl were busy trying to loosen the cap on the glass jar, Skull Kid slipped through the iron bars and came into Link's cell.

"If you're wondering where you are, you're in the Skyloft Prison which is inside the courtyard where the Goddess Statue is," Skull Kid said. "You should make the most of this situation before you're executed tomorrow morning."

Link's eyes widened.

"After Madam Kouri and Kasai brought you here, your sword and shield were examined by Mayor Ganon's trusted advisor Ghirahim who quickly realized you were the False Hero and had you locked up. Meanwhile, the sword and shield were confiscated in a nearby armory but the security there was pretty lousy."

From underneath his shirt, Skull Kid produced the Master Sword which was still sheathed but uncovered by the cloth Madame Starling gave. Then from his back, Skull Kid pulled out the Hylian Shield which was hidden underneath a green cloak Skull Kid was wearing. The charcoal was gone and the shield was shining brightly in the candlelight.

"I don't know what those Gerudo witches told you, but they probably said some nasty things about me," Skull Kid said while he put the Hylian Shield down and unsheathed the Master Sword. "I'm as bad as they claim, and a whole lot worse."

As Skull Kid raised the sword, Link became stiff as a board. Then when Skull Kid swung the sword down, he cut the ropes that bound Link's feet. Awkwardly, Link tried to stand until Skull Kid helped him up. Link then stood perfectly still as Skull Kid used the sword to cut the ropes that bound Link's arms. Meanwhile, Tael and Tatl succeeded in loosening the cap on the jar and Proxi giddily flew out. She rejoined Link and flew into the safety of his shirt-pocket.

"_If you're so bad, Skull Kid, then why are you helping me?_" Link asked, rubbing his sore hands and neck.

"Before you came, I was pretty bored," Skull Kid replied as he sheathed the Master Sword and gave it to Link. "The pranks weren't satisfying, and the people I pranked on were no longer paying attention to me. So then when I realized you were the False Hero Cia's been talking about for years, I figured it might be fun helping Skyloft's most wanted criminal capture his appointed prize before the day is done."

"_What time is it?_" Link said as he reattached the Master Sword to his back and picked up the Hylian Shield to cover it.

"A few minutes past 8:00," Skull Kid said. "Now get going. Your princess is waiting."

Then Skull Kid slipped through the bars and trotted away into the darkness with Tael and Tatl following him. Once he was gone, Link unsheathed the Master Sword and used it to cut the iron bars in half. The clanging noise that followed when the bars hit the brick floors was enough to wake the warden up. While the prisoners in the nearby cells cheered, Link jumped over the fallen bars and ran past the warden who tried to stop him. Down the dimly-lit hallway, a pair of Clockwork Policemen appeared shooting beams of light from their claw-like hands. Link dodged the beams and sliced the metal canisters in half revealing the gears and shafts inside. A few more showed up further ahead, but Link cut them down like flies.

At the exit to the prison, Link was confronted by a single man. He was very tall, with chalk-white skin and short ash-blond hair, wearing a white top-hat and matching suit underneath a crimson-red cloak. His eyes were black as bottomless pits, and a single diamond earring gleamed from one of his ears.

"Surrender now, boy," the man said drawing a curved sword from his side. "Or I shall be forced to kill you."

Link said nothing and charged at the man with his sword raised. But the strange man blocked him, and proceeded to counter every single one of Link's strikes. So Link fought back and continued to strike until he was able to disarm the man's sword. Surprised, the man vanished in a shower of black diamonds before the Master Sword penetrated his skin. It was then that the Master Sword suddenly glowed and a being of light emerged. Once fully-formed, the being revealed itself to be a woman with a face that looked to be carved from stone, long sleeve-like arms made of blue and purple silk, wearing a blue diamond-shaped pendant, a purple dress and black tights crisscrossed by blue lines.

The being hovered in the air and turned to face Link. "_Follow me, Master._"

"_Wait,_" Link said, following the being out of the prison and into the courtyard where the Goddess Statue loomed nearby. "_Who are you?_"

"_I am Fi, the Spirit of the Sword,_" the being answered flying toward the Goddess Statue. "_You are the chosen Hero, and therefore my Master. The one called Zelda is inside the Goddess Statue, waiting for you to rescue her._"

"_Okay, so how do I get in?_" Link asked as he heard beams being shot from the Clockwork Policemen that were following behind.

"_There is a secret entrance at the base of the statue that will lead to a spiraling staircase,_" Fi said. "_Near the top, there is a door hidden in an alcove. That is where you will find Zelda._"

"_How do you know all this?_" Link said using the Master Sword to block the incoming beams.

"_Because I am a servant of the Goddesses, and they speak to me directly,_" replied Fi.

To be continued…
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As the Clockwork Policemen were closing in, Link followed Fi around the base of the Goddess Statue to a carving of a door with a sun-shaped disk and rays streaming from it.

"_Point the sword at the door and concentrate,_" Fi said. "_Once you've built up enough energy, release it and the door will open._"

Before Link could question her, Fi vanished back into the Master Sword. So Link did what she said and pointed the sword at the door-shaped carving. The sword started to glow again, and then just as the Clockwork Policemen approached the statue from the other side Link swung the sword. A burst of light flew from the sword and hit the door, which suddenly rumbled as it opened from the inside. Link quickly went in and closed the door, leaving him in complete darkness. Feeling his way around, Link touched the tip of something and walked onto it.

Feeling elevated, Link guessed this was the staircase Fi mentioned and started to ascend. He kept close to the wall that ran alongside the staircase for balance, and then when there was nothing Link fell sideways. Landing on a stone floor, Link guessed this was the alcove and got up to see a plain wooden door with a metal handle and a keyhole above it.

"_This must be it,_" Link said and turned the handle.

The door didn't open, but then it suddenly vanished causing Link to draw his hand away. In its place stood a blurry image of a castle made of white bricks with red-tiled roofing surrounded by several buildings and shops surrounded by stone brick walls. On the other side of this image Link could see a circular room with a barred window that contained a bed, a workbench, a wash-basin, and several pieces of machinery and metal. Then at the forefront of this room was a young girl about Link's age with long blonde hair, pointy ears, sky-blue eyes, wearing a pair of Bird's Eye Glasses, a white blouse, a blue skirt with a pink sash that had bird-like design on it, and brown knee-length boots.

On her left hand she wore a leather gauntlet with metal armor and three different-colored orbs that seemed to be glowing which she held out with her fist clenched. Lowering the gauntlet, a smile crept on the girl's face and then she noticed Link and looked confused. Using her other hand, the girl reached out to touch Link but her hand seemed to vanish into the image. Then without warning, the image vanished and the door was back where it was.

"Oh, rats!" cried the girl angrily. "The Punctures are still too short!"

"Let me talk to her," Proxi said quietly and slipped through the keyhole.

Inside the room, Link heard the girl's footsteps halt and the fluttering of Proxi's wings.

"Well, hello," the girl said sounding pleasantly surprised. "Where did you come from?"

"The keyhole," Proxi answered. "I'm Proxi, by the way."

"How did you get into the Goddess Statue?" the girl asked.

"I had help," Proxi said. "You're Zelda, right?"

"I am," the girl replied.

"Your nurse Impa and the sorceress Lana found the Hero of Infinite Possibilities and he's here to rescue you."

"Really? What's his name?"

"It's Link."

"Link." Zelda paused and then said, "Somehow that name sounds…familiar."

"Okay, well we have to get going," Proxi said urgently. "Ganon's Clockwork Policemen spotted him on the way here, but we used the secret entrance to get in."

"That won't be enough to stop them," Zelda responded. "There's another entrance inside the abandoned Knight Academy, so they might be heading towards that as we speak."

"Then let's go," Proxi said flying out of the keyhole. "You can open the door from that side, right?"

"No," Zelda answered. "The door can only be opened from your side with a special key that Mayor Ganon keeps with him at all times."

"_Then you should probably stand back,_" Link said raising the Master Sword. "_I'm going to try to break the door down with my sword._"

"But you can't do that," Zelda said nervously as her footsteps moved further from the door. "The door is made from Deku Wood, and nothing can break that except maybe the Master—

Link pierced the door with the Master Sword and sliced it in half. The pieces fell down and crashed onto the stone floor of the room beyond. There was a loud _thud _and then there was silence as Zelda look surprised to see Link and he of her. The two stared at each other for what seemed like several minutes until Proxi pulled on Zelda's hair causing her to move toward Link.

"Stop staring and get moving!" Proxi said, letting go of Zelda's hair.

"Wait," Zelda exclaimed and went back to her workbench. "I just need to grab a few things."

From the workbench, Zelda grabbed a pink parasol, a leather satchel that she swung onto her back, a crossbow, and several arrows made from different materials.

"All right," Zelda confirmed and walked over to Link. "I'm ready."

"_I take it you've been planning to escape for a while,_" Link noted as they descended the stairs.

"Of course," Zelda said following behind. "Being locked up in one room for seven years is pretty boring."

"_Then what was all that stuff on the workbench?_" Link asked.

"Just some inventions I've been tinkering with to pass the time," Zelda responded. "Lana taught me a lot of things when I was living with her and Impa, so I didn't feel like putting that knowledge to waste. But this latest invention—

Before Zelda could finish, several clanging noises and footsteps were heard further down the stairs. In response, Zelda went back up the stairs with Link following.

"_Where are you going?_" Link wondered.

"Don't worry, Link, I have a plan," Zelda said as they ran back into her room. "But you'll have to grab my waist."

"_What?_"

"Just do it!" Zelda said as she leaned out the window and opened up her parasol.

So Link did as she asked, and to his surprise Zelda leaped out into the open air. Link held on tightly as Zelda's parasol lifted them into the air away from the Goddess Statue.

To be continued…
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"_How is this possible?_" Link wondered as he and Zelda drifted through the air.

"It's my Wind Parasol," Zelda answered. "Another invention I made a while back. It allows one to float along the air currents for a certain length of time."

"Which is how long?" Proxi asked, noticing that the spinning parasol was starting to falter.

"About…two minutes," Zelda said, and noticed an orange cloudy haze with black rain falling onto an area that consisted of tall buildings carved from stone suspended on floating rocks with stone bridges between them that was coming up below her and Link. "We should be able to make it to the Twili District before the parasol loses power."

"_What's the Twili District?_" Link said as they approached a hazy dome-shaped barrier that was dark with orange-colored designs which seemed to cover the entire area Zelda was describing.

"A section of Skyloft that is consumed by the Twilight Realm," Zelda replied. "A race called the Twili live here, and from what I've heard they openly oppose Ganon so we should be safe there."

"_I hope you're right,_" Link responded.

The parasol lost power, and the two found themselves falling into the barrier. Fortunately, Zelda's parasol was able to lighten the fall and she landed perfectly on a stone bridge. Link wasn't so lucky and fell flat on his face.

"Are you all right, Link?" Zelda asked as she knelt at his feet.

"_Yeah, I'm—_

Suddenly, Link cried out in pain.

"What's wrong?" Proxi asked.

"_I'm not sure,_" Link responded through his teeth. "_Something's wrong._"

"Link! Your hands!" Zelda cried.

Link looked at his hands and noticed they were slowly shifting into paws. He tried to get up but couldn't move. His eyes shifted and his body seemed to vibrate. Zelda watched with wide eyes, but she did not move. Proxi flew away from Link and tucked herself in the folds of Zelda's satchel. Then abruptly Link howled up at the sky as his whole body changed from that of a boy to a large gray wolf with a white underside and a pattern resembling a diamond on his forehead. When the transformation was complete, Link panted heavily and then he passed out on the bridge.

"Well, look what we have here."

Zelda turned around and saw several figures approaching her and Link. They looked to be human, but their bodies were light gray with patches of black, their eyes were bright red, and their ears were pointy. Clothing-wise, they wore black robes and loose-fitting pants with intricate designs on them.

"Um, excuse me," Zelda said, trying to sound polite. "Something's happened to my friend. He's turned into—

"A wolf?" said the figure who spoke first, who was shirtless and ginger-haired. "Yeah, that kind of thing's bound to happen…

"…To anyone who enters the Twili District," another figure said, who was much chubbier than the first one and wearing a black-hooded garment. "But you, Miss, seem to be unaffected. I wonder why that is."

"I'm not sure what you're talking about, but my friend needs help," Zelda responded. "Is there some way to change him back?"

"Sure," replied the first guy. "Just leave the Twili District and never come back. We don't like trespassers, especially Hylians."

"But we can't leave," Zelda said frantically. "Ganon's after us, and we need somewhere to stay for the time-being."

"Then your friend's stuck as a wolf indefinitely," the other guy said.

"But wait a minute," a third figure said, this one being female with spiky blonde hair wearing a hoodless robe. "Doesn't Midna have something that can make one immune to the effects of the Twilight Realm?"

"You mean the Shadow Crystal?" the first guy asked.

"Yeah, that's the one," answered the female.

"Are you sure? I heard it curses people," said the second guy. "Didn't Zant use it to curse Midna before she overthrew him?"

"How should I know?" the first guy said. "I wasn't there when it happened."

"Then let's find out by taking these Hylian scum to Midna herself," said the first guy as he took a step toward Zelda. "I'm sure she'll give us a huge reward for doing so."

"Stay back!" Zelda said, holding her parasol out. "Don't come any closer!"

"Relax, dear, we're not going to hurt you," the female said grinning menacingly.

"We just want to take you in is all," added the second guy.

"Then you leave me with no choice," Zelda said and pressed the stones on her gauntlet which lit up. Next, she adjusted a compass-like device on her wrist causing electrical pulses to emanate from the gauntlet.

The Twili backed away slowly as Zelda punched the air in front of her causing a blurry image to appear. Instead of a castle with red-tiled roofs, the image showed a sun rising over an empty desert covered in ruins. Afraid, the Twili ran away.

"So it is true that the Twili are afraid of light," Zelda said triumphantly.

The image faded away, and the shadows became prominent once more.

"Now to find this 'Midna' person and see about that Shadow Crystal they mentioned," Zelda said to herself. "If it really does null the effect of the Twilight Realm, you'll be back to normal in no time, Link."

Zelda grabbed Link by the scruff of his neck and dragged him across the bridge in the same direction the Twili went. On the other side stood a building with no windows and very high walls. Leaving Link by the entrance, Zelda ascended the stairs and entered the building after the Twili did. Inside, it was pitch-black though the stones on the gauntlet provided Zelda with some light. She heard movement, but couldn't see anything more than a few feet in front of her. Then Zelda felt something hit her from behind and she lost consciousness.

To be continued…
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When she woke, Zelda found herself lying on a cold stone floor with several Twili looking down at her. There was a small flight of stairs and a large stone throne carved with intricate designs. In this throne sat a tall woman with ginger-red hair, red eyes that shimmered like rubies, wearing a loose-fitting black dress that exposed her naval area. At her feet sat Link, still in wolf form, with a chain wrapped around his neck. He occasionally growled at the woman, who glared at him in turn.

"So you're finally awake," said the woman mockingly. "I was starting to get bored."

"Who are you?" Zelda said trying to stand up, but her hands were tied behind her back. "What do you want?"

"I am Midna, the current ruler to the Twili and the leader of the Twilight Wolves," the woman answered. "I'm sure you've heard of them."

"They're the resistance group that opposes Ganon, right?" Zelda said.

"Exactly," Midna nodded. "Now I heard from one of my subjects that you're on the run from Ganon, correct?"

"Yes," Zelda said.

"Would you care to tell me why?" Midna insisted.

"I just escaped from…the Goddess Statue," Zelda answered nervously.

"Then you must be Zelda," Midna said and looked down at Link. "So that would make you…the False Hero?"

Link barked in response.

"So what that bird-brain's been saying all these years has come true," Midna said with a bemused smile.

"You mean Priestess Cia?" Zelda wondered.

"The same," Midna responded. "I take it Ganon kept you informed of what was going on in Skyloft including Cia's misinterpretation of the mural foretelling the Hero's arrival."

"Sort of," Zelda answered. "He didn't tell me very much. Most of what I know comes from these prophetic dreams I've been having."

"Prophetic dreams?" Midna's eyes widened. "How long have you had this ability?"

"For as long as I can remember," replied Zelda.

"I see, then you knew the False Hero was coming?"

"Yes, and his name is Link."

"Link…" Midna seemed lost in thought for a moment and said quietly, "I knew someone with that name, from a long time ago."

"You did? What happened?" Zelda asked.

"It would take too long to tell. So you're planning to leave Skyloft?"

"Anywhere is better than here. I'd especially like to go to Hytopia, a kingdom down below that's said to be the center of trendy fashions and popular culture."

"Hmm," Midna said pondering. "What if I told you that could arrange a means to transport you down to the world below so you could get to Hytopia?"

Zelda was stunned. "Really? Can you do that?"

"Of course, but I'll need something from you in return."

"Well, I don't have much to offer."

"What about that gauntlet you're wearing?" Midna said pointing. "My subjects tell me they saw you use it to summon light."

"Oh, the Infinity Gauntlet isn't for sale," Zelda said shaking her head.

"Then how did you summon light to a place that is covered in shadow?"

"I created a Puncture, with the gauntlet, to a place that had light."

"I'm not sure I follow."

"Think of the Infinity Gauntlet like the Mirror of Twilight, only instead of merely connecting two realms that exist parallel to each other the gauntlet is able to create that connection at will and to more than one realm at a time."

"Interesting. Does Ganon know about this device?"

"He does, but doesn't know I've finished it."

"So using the gauntlet would be risky," Midna said under her breath. After a pause, she said, "Very well. I won't ask you to hand over the Infinity Gauntlet, but I would like you to do a small favor for me."

"What is it?"

"I would like you to find the remaining pieces to a special artifact called the Fused Shadow. It contains powerful magic that can overcome the World of Light. With it, I can break free from the confines of this district and properly lead the Twilight Wolves to victory. If you can do this, then I will gladly help you leave Skyloft."

Zelda thought about it and then she nodded. "It shall be done, but on the condition that Link goes with me and is given a Shadow Crystal."

Midna gave Zelda a confused look. "A Shadow Crystal? For what purpose?"

"To make Link immune to the effects of the Twilight Realm."

"I see, but how are you not affected by it?"

"I'm not sure, so I can't answer that."

"Then I'm afraid you heard wrong. The Shadow Crystal curses whoever gets transformed by the Twilight Realm to remain in whatever form he or she takes. In other words, Link can only be cured if he leaves the Twili District."

"But then how can I prevent him from turning into a wolf when we come back to the Twili District with the Fused Shadow?"

"He can either not enter the Twili District or…" Midna picked up the Master Sword, which was lying beside the throne, and partially unsheathed it. "You might be able to utilize our own source of light called Sols to make the Master Sword strong enough to nullify the Twilight Realm's effects on Link."

"Where are they?"

"On a pedestal at the front of the palace."

The doors to the throne-room suddenly opened as a pudgy little Twili suddenly appeared.

"They're coming!" screamed the little Twili.

"Who is?" Midna asked.

"The Clockwork Policemen," the Twili answered. "They've breached the barrier and are heading this way."

"Who's leading them?"

"Priestess Cia. She's accusing you of holding traitors."

"Then she knows we're here," Zelda said. "Is there another way out besides the front?"

"Yes, there's a secret passage that will take you out of the palace. From there, you'll have to find a way out of the Twili District on your own."

"Okay, but you'll have to untie me first."

"Done!" Midna snapped her finger and the Twili behind Zelda cut the ropes that bound her hands with his claw-like hands.

"And unchain Link, too."

"Fine."

After being released from the chains, Link leaped down the stairs and followed Zelda in the direction Midna pointed. The secret passage was located at the foot of the stairs below the throne through a hidden door disguised as a carved snake on a wall. Through there, Link led the way running on all fours while Zelda tagged behind.

To be continued…
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At the other end of the secret passage, Zelda and Link found themselves on a stone bridge that led from the rear end of the palace to another building suspended by a floating rock. From there, it was a maze of similar buildings and bridges which eventually led them to an abandoned Skyloft Rail. Below it lay a pile of discarded Talon Clasps. Recognizing them, Link bounded ahead of Zelda and sniffed the Talon Claps. As he did, five familiar faces suddenly appeared.

"Hey!" Grody shouted. "Get away from those, you stupid mutt!"

Grody made the motion to kick Link, but his foot went right through Link. Nevertheless, Link looked up and started wagging his tail.

"It's hopeless, Grody," Karoline said. "No matter how many times we've tried, we still can't touch anything physical."

"That's because you're spirits right now," Zelda answered, causing all the Rail Riders to look at her quizzically.

"Who's that?" Crow asked.

"Did she just call us 'spirits'?" Fletch said with a perplexed look.

"Well, not the dead ones, anyway, but you've lost your physical form," Zelda said. "That's what usually happens to people who enter the Twili District."

"Oh, yeah, how do we know _you__'__re _not a spirit too?" Stitch said sarcastically. He tried to touch Zelda's breast, but his hand went right through.

"If you really had touched me, I would've called you a pervert," Zelda said folding her arms.

"Wait a minute," Karoline realized. "If we really are spirits then how come you're still physically present?"

"I've been trying to figure that out all day, and I can't think of an explanation," Zelda answered. "But the strangest thing is that Link—

"Link? You know him?" Karoline said sounding surprised.

"Yeah, he's the wolf," Zelda said and pointed at Link.

"No way," Karoline said and looked at Link. "Is that really you, Link?"

Link barked in response.

"Thank goodness you're all right," Karoline responded as she pretended to pet Link. "I was so worried when you didn't show up at the Knight Academy. What happened to you?"

"I don't know," Zelda said. "It happened just as soon as we entered the Twili District."

"And who are you supposed to be?" Grody asked.

In response, Zelda folded her arms and said, "If you must know, it's Zelda."

Upon hearing that, Grody's cheeks flushed red and then he looked away.

"Pay no attention to him," Karoline said smirking. "Grody may act tough, but he's a total softie underneath. I'm his older sister, Karoline."

Zelda pretended to shake Karoline's outstretched hand, and the other boys followed while introducing themselves as well. Grody was the last one to do this, and he still blushed as he shook Zelda's hand despite the lack of physical touch.

"So how do you know Link?" Zelda asked.

"I ran into him near the Bazaar yesterday and then brought him to our secret hideout to persuade him to join us," Karoline explained. "We're the Rail Riders, you see, and so we had him demonstrate what he could do with the Talon Clasp and—

"Wait, back up," Zelda interrupted. "Rail Riders? Talon Clasps? What are those?"

A small gasp escaped Karoline's mouth. "You've never heard of us?"

Zelda shook her head.

"Boy, I've got a lot to explain to you," Karoline said and tried to pick up a Talon Clasp but nothing happened. "Ah, could you pick this up for me?"

"Sure," Zelda said and picked up the Talon Clasp. "How does it work?"

"First, you strap it to your forearm," Karoline instructed. Then after Zelda did as she said, Karoline continued, "Then, you unfold the talons with the switch, aim, press the button, close the talons, adjust the line with the nob, and hold on. Got all that?"

"I think so."

Once Zelda had secured the talons onto the Skyloft Rail above, they started to move. Zelda then adjusted the length of the line till she was hanging above the ground moving toward a dip in the rail that went sideways. She tried to make it stop but was too scared to release the talons.

"I don't think I'll be able to carry you, Link," Zelda cried. "I'll come back with the Fused Shadow pieces. Just keep an eye on Midna and make sure she doesn't get hurt, okay?"

Link barked again and leaped up toward Zelda, but was too late to prevent her from heading down the dip in the rail off to the right. Zelda briefly closed her eyes, and then opened them once she saw that the rail was passing over a small ocean that was floating in the sky with rocky shores and a vast beach that stretched for miles beneath her. Compared to the Twili District, this place was brightly lit with a mid-morning sun rising over the ocean.

"This must be the Zora District," Zelda realized. "I've heard their beaches are amazing and sunny all year round."

But to Zelda's surprise, gray clouds were rolling in from the sea with flashes of lightning in them. Worried, Zelda extended her line as the rail dipped lower toward the beach. Once she touched the beach sand with her feet, Zelda stopped and recalled the talons. Fortunately, no one on the beach was around to see her land. Seeing the storm clouds drawing closer, Zelda ran along the beach until she found a cable-car that was preparing to leave.

"Wait, hold on!" Zelda cried, trying to get the driver's attention. "Don't leave without me!"

The doors started to close as Zelda ran up the stairs and onto the platform. Then a young man in his mid-thirties suddenly held the doors open allowing Zelda to get in. While the driver gave the young man a stern glare, Zelda was catching her breath as the cable-car started to move upwards.

"You're really lucky you made it, Miss," the young man said. He had short brown hair that was stylized with deep blue eyes. His ears were slightly pointy and he wore a red vest over a white dress-shirt, tan slacks, and shiny brown shoes. "Otherwise, you would've been caught in the middle of that storm."

"Yeah, thanks," Zelda responded.

"Is that a Talon Clasp you have on your arm?" the young man asked.

"What about it?"

"You know that those are illegal for uses other than construction work, right?"

"Oh, I knew that," Zelda said as she put her blouse-sleeve over it. "I just…found it on the beach, and decided to keep it."

"Quite the interesting find," replied the young man who held his hand out to shake after an awkward pause. "Well, I should probably introduce myself. My name is Professor Phosile, and I study archaeology."

"Professor Phosile?" Zelda's eyes widened. "_The _Professor Phosile? You're the one who discovered the Cave Mural, right?"

"Ah, I take it your familiar with my work," Professor Phosile replied heartily. "Though to be honest, I have yet to get the proper respect for it."

"What happened? It seemed as if you vanished off the face of Skyloft or something."

"In a way, though it's a little more complicated than that. Now what's your name, young lady?"

"Zelda, and I'm an inventor."

"An inventor?"

"Yes, though I haven't patented anything yet. I've just been tinkering with things in my spare-time and trying them out."

"Then you must be very smart, which is a rare quality you find in girls these days."

"Is that not preferred?"

"I wouldn't say that, but—

"Girls are expected to be obedient and well-mannered, dear," said a young woman who was seated behind the man. She had brunette hair tied into a bun, hazel-green eyes, and wore a white short-sleeved short with a red scarf tied around her neck and a matching red skirt to compliment her brown laced shoes. "Not necessarily smart or interested in adventure, though I would consider myself an exception."

"Right," Professor Phosile said and waved his hand from Zelda to the woman. "This is my wife Tera. She helps me with my work."

"Hello," the young woman said shaking Zelda's hand. "I heard your name is Zelda."

"Correct," Zelda replied.

"You have the same name as the former mayor's daughter," Tera said and sighed. "I'd hate to be in her shoes right now. Rumor has it that the False Hero managed to sneak into the Goddess Statue and steal her away."

"Quiet, Tera," Professor Phosile said harshly. "You can gossip at home, but not here."

"Oh, come on, it's not often that I have another girl to talk to," Tera complained. Then as Zelda sat next her she whispered, "_He__'__s just nervous, dear. After he discovered the Cave Mural, Mayor Ganon sealed it off from public viewing and forced my husband to no longer publish any works on archaeology at the risk of incarceration._"

"That's awful," Zelda replied. "What has he been doing since?"

Tera smiled mischievously and whispered, "_Conducting secret research. He__'__s currently looking for pieces of the Fused Shadow, which is said to be a powerful relic from the Twili people that was used by their current ruler Midna to take back the throne from Zant who had usurped her father and banished her. Fortunately, she had allies and together they formed the Twilight Wolves to overthrow Zant and eliminate him for good. Then when that was done, she ordered the Twilight Wolves to scatter the Fused Shadow fragments to different districts in Skyloft and bury them for good._"

"Then why does your husband want to dig them up?"

"_Because he wants to study their corrosive effects on living things that aren__'__t from the Twilight Realm and utilize that power to benefit Skyloft._"

"How? That doesn't seem very promising."

"_That__'__s what I told him, but once he sets his mind to something it__'__s hard to convince him otherwise. So that__'__s why I__'__m here, accompanying him to the Owlan Temple in the Kokiri District which is said to contain a fragment of the Fused Shadow inside it._"

"Can I come along? I'm a big fan of Professor Phosile's work and I think I could help him."

"What kind of skills do you have?" Professor Phosile asked, turning to face Zelda.

"I'm very…agile, I can learn quickly, my knowledge of Skyloft's history is solid, and I can defend myself if need be," Zelda answered firmly.

"Let's see how you fare at Owlan Temple," Professor Phosile said doubtfully. "Then I'll decide whether to take you with us on future expeditions or not."

To be continued…
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Once the cable-car stopped, Zelda followed Professor Phosile and Tera out into a small cluster of wooden huts where the Kokiri people lived. Like the books Zelda read, they resembled small children with green-colored clothes and short hair. However, despite their childlike appearances they behaved themselves around the adults as they toured the huts and visited the shops around the area.

"This place is like a tourist trap," Professor Phosile grumbled. "I remember in the early days when it was just a quiet little forest village."

"But all the districts are like this, dear," Tera responded.

"I know, but just because they were artificially created doesn't mean the people in them have to give into selling themselves out to tourists for money."

"Well, how else are they supposed to make money? If Ganon hadn't cut off ties with Hyrule, there would be a lot more people."

"Yeah, and it was a lot worse when that was the case."

Tera scuffed and said to Zelda. "He may look young but he's terribly old-fashioned, preferring that nature be left alone when it goes against the very nature of human progress."

"I suppose, but—

"What do you mean we can't go to Owlan Temple?" Cried a Hylian man in a striped suit. "I paid you good money to be taken to it!"

"I'm sorry, but no one is allowed near the temple according to the Deku Tree," said a red-haired male Kokiri wearing a pointy green hat.

"Such a disappointment," said the woman next to the Hylian man who wore a pink dress and white gloves. "First the Deku Swamp Tour, and now this! We seem to be having bad luck with these tours, Rich."

"It seems so, Prospera," the man said. "Let's get out of here."

As the crowd dispersed, Professor Phosile approached the Kokiri and asked, "Could you tell us why Owlan Temple is off-limits?"

"I'm not allowed to say," the Kokiri responded. "Ask the Deku Tree if you want to know."

"And where is this Deku Tree?"

"I'll take you to him," said another Kokiri, who was female with medium green hair and purple eyes. "My name is Sylvan."

"Nice to meet you, Sylvan," Professor Phosile said. "Now would you kindly lead the way?"

"Of course," Sylvan said and trotted through the opening of a wooden log with Phosile, Tera, and Zelda following.

On the other side lay a small maze which the four traversed with help from Zelda who used her Wind Parasol to keep the Deku Babas and Mad Scrubs from attacking by blowing them away with artificially generated gales. Though the Master Sword and Hylian Shield would've made better weapons, Zelda didn't regret not bringing them because they would've drawn too much attention to her. At the end of the maze lay a clearing and there stood a proud-looking tree with a face on it. A deep humming noise came from the tree as a section of the trunk below the face started to move like a mouth.

"_**Hello, Sylvan,**_" the tree said. "_**I see you**__**'**__**ve brought visitors.**_"

"Yes, Deku Tree," Sylvan answered. "They are Hylians who wish to speak to you about the Owlan Temple."

"_**The Owlan Temple?**_" The Deku Tree's eyebrows furrowed. "_**What is it you wish to know?**_"

"Why can't we go there?" Professor Phosile said stepping forward. "I'm an archaeologist, you see, and would like to explore it for some artifacts that might be beneficial to know about."

"_**The only artifact you**__**'**__**ll find inside the Owlan Temple is a relic of terrible power that comes from a dark place where the light cannot touch.**_"

"You mean the Fused Shadow fragment?" Zelda asked.

"_**Yes, child, it is the very thing that has corroded the temple and made it unsafe.**_"

"How can you be sure of that?" Professor Phosile asked skeptically.

"_**I can sense its evil magic in the air, and I do not wish to endanger innocent lives. Though it may be just a fragment, the Fused Shadow corrupts any living thing and transforms it into a dangerous monster.**_"

"_So then all we have to do is remove the Fused Shadow fragment from whatever it__'__s corrupted and the temple will be safe again, right?_"

Everyone except the Deku Tree turned and saw a young blond-haired boy standing at the edge of the clearing with a Fairy flying around him.

"Link!" Zelda exclaimed and ran over to him. "How did you leave the Twili District?"

"_It wasn__'__t easy,_" Link explained gesturing to the Master Sword and Hylian Shield that were strapped to his back. "_But I managed to carry the Master Sword in my teeth in wolf form to the pedestals Midna was talking about and charge it with enough light from the two Sols to return me to normal._"

"What about Midna? Is she all right?"

"_She__'__s fine. I managed to stop Cia from attacking her on the way to the pedestals, and when I came back Midna had Cia pinned down._"

"Did you have to fight any Clockwork Policemen?"

"_A few, but they were no match for me even in wolf form._"

"That's good, though I still wonder why you changed into a wolf while the Rail Riders became spirits and I wasn't affected by the Twilight Realm at all."

"Am I missing something?" Professor Phosile said approaching Zelda and Link. "Since when did you go to the Twilight Realm, Zelda, and who's this young chap?"

"Oh, this is Link," Zelda said gesturing. "Link, this is Professor Phosile. He's the archaeologist who discovered the Cave Mural."

Remembering the mural Impa and Lana mentioned, Link nodded and shook Professor Phosile's hand. "_It__'__s an honor to meet you, sir._"

"The pleasure's all mine," Professor Phosile responded. "Now what's this about going to the Twilight Realm?"

"We'll explain to you on the way to Owlan Temple," Zelda said and turned to face the Deku Tree. "If we're allowed to go, that is."

"_**If you think you can rid the temple of the Fused Shadow fragment within it, then go right ahead,**_" the Deku Tree responded.

Professor Phosile blinked and then said, "Well, in that case, thank you very much."

After the professor made a slight bow, he and the others went back through the maze except for Sylvan who was still baffled.

"Why are you letting them go to the temple, Deku Tree?" Sylvan asked.

"_**Because that Hylian youth carries Evil**__**'**__**s Bane with him, indicating that he is the chosen Hero of the Goddesses.**_"

"Oh, I see," Sylvan replied thoughtfully before heading into the maze to catch up with the others.

To be continued…


End file.
